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Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

1 
 

2 3  

4 
Reflective Service 

 8:30 am  

Traditional 

service  9:45 am in 

grove   

Communion  

5 

 

6 

 

7 

Bible Study       

7 pm 

8 
 

 

 

9 

 

10 

 

11 
Reflective Service 

8:30 am  

  Traditional   

  service  9:45 am 

in grove 

12 

 

13 

Consistory          
6:30 pm 

 

 

14 

Bible Study       

7 pm 

 

 

15 
 

16 

 

17 

 

18 
Reflective Service 

8:30 am  

  Traditional   

  service  9:45 am 

in grove 

19 20 
Mid-Day    

Dinner Club –
noon at St. 
Peter’s Inn 

 

21 
 

Bible Study       

7 pm 

22 
 

23 24 

Celebration of 

Life for Betty 

Kreiger 3 pm 

25 
 

Reflective Service 

8:30 am  

  Traditional   

  service  9:45 am 

in grove 

26 27 28 
 

Bible Study       

7 pm 

29 30 31 

2021
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Shenkel United Church of Christ 

        

 

 

 
 I was in a hospital setting today and when I entered the building, I 

noted the sign stating that masks are required while in the building. I 

also had to wear a mask to the dentist’s office for my appointment. I 

don’t wear a mask when I go to the grocery store. Most don’t wear 

masks at church when we are outdoors. I shook hands with several   

people at church. On Monday when I met someone new, she offered 

her elbow, so we bumped elbows in greeting. This point in the pandemic 

of Covid-19 seems to be more confusing than ever! Do I wear a mask or 

not? Will I offend someone? Do I shake hands or offer an elbow? Is it 

safe to sit near someone? The questions linger. 

 Transitional times are challenging for all of us. Whether it is a 

transition because of the loss of a loved one or a transition in civil status 

or the transition from all the various stages of a pandemic. We feel     

unsure of ourselves, like we are feeling our way through a dark place 

with unknown obstacles in our path. I don’t know about you, but I’m not 

too fond of dark places with unknown obstacles. And yet, here we are. 

 One comforting thought is that we are not the first people to be 

moving into uncertainty. We have many examples of others who moved 

out into the unknown. Abraham comes to mind. He left his family of 

origin and set out for an unknown land because of a promise that God 

made to him. The Israelites set out with Moses into the wilderness on 

their way from slavery to the land of promise. Joseph and Mary set out 

for Egypt (in the middle of the night) in order to save baby Jesus’ life 

from King Herod. 

CHURCH STAFF 
 

 

Pastor 

Rev. Suzanne Spaulding 
 

 

Organist: 

Susan Royer 

 

Music Director 

Dan Wolgemuth 
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Stacey Keim 
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MINISTER 
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Rev. Wanda D. Craner, 

Gestalt   Pastoral Care 

Minister and Trainer 

Gestalt Pastoral Care   

Associates 

 

CONSISTORY  
 

President: 

Randy Berriker 

Vice President: 

Gary McDermit 

Secretary: 

Dan Jenkins 

Treasurer: 

Ken Bevan 

Financial Secretary: 

Joan Palubinsky 

Elder 

Randy Berriker  

 

Deacons: 

Dan Jenkins 

Gary McDermit  

Pat Kuestner  

Tony Gulotta  

Chris Gray 

Kelly Strunk 

 

MINISTERS 

All the members  

of the church 



4 

 

June Consistory Highlights 
 
 We approved revised COVID protocols that open virtually all activities.  Vaccinated individuals are not 

required to mask or to social distance for any worship, meeting, or other event at Shenkel regardless of 
location. 

 
 We elected to begin our monthly support of the Pottstown Cluster.  Each month a list of items needed 

by the Cluster will be published.  We encourage you to bring something on the list to any of the worship 
services during that month.  Barbara Brown, our Cluster contact, will then deliver them. 

 

 We approved a $500 expenditure from our PPP Funds to upgrade the sound system in the sanctuary to 
support our streaming worship ministry.  With that improvement, we will be able to stream any service 
or event in our building. 

 

 We are still looking for a volunteer to be a backup to the Cemetery Superintendent as well as              
volunteers as Youth Advisors.  If interested in learning more, please contact Randy Berriker. 

 

 Due to the short time between May monthend and our Consistory Meeting, Ken was not able to get our 
full financial reports prepared.  He was able to perform a quick review of our Current Fund and we no 
longer had a year-to-day deficit.  Thanks to everyone’s continued financial support. 

 On our journey emerging from the pandemic with all its uncertainties, it may be good to 

slow down a bit as we try to not fall over the unknown obstacles. We might return to the adage, 

‘one day at a time’, so we remember to not get ahead of ourselves or become lost in the          

transition. And what a great time to practice choosing faith over fear. We keep listening to the 

Spirit as we move forward and trust that God knows where to lead us. We practice trusting that 

God is ever present at each moment and will bring us to our desired haven. 

 Practicing choosing faith over fear right along with you, 

 Pastor Suzanne 

 
 

Continued from Page 3 

The A/V team is looking for additional videographers to help with recording worship services and other 

church-related events and posting the videos online.  If you like working with a computer and video 

equipment and are interested in helping in this effort please contact Gary McDermit.  
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This Month at Shenkel UCC 

 

Mid-Day Dinner Club 

Our next event will be on  

Tuesday,   

July 20th at  Saint Peter’s Inn 
 

The Mid-day Dinner Club meets at 12 noon on the third Tuesday of each month and 

you’re invited!   It is open to young-at-heart adults of any age who enjoy eating out and 

would like to get to know other Shenkel members a little better.  If you are attending,  

please add your name and phone number on the  plate on the table no later than the 

Sunday before the lunch so your reservation can be made on time or you may call   

Sharon Sabo at 610-326-1945 by Sunday, July 18 or let her know at the Sunday service 

if you are able to attend.  

Special Offering for July—Bill Boyer Scholarship Award 

    This scholarship was established to help further the education of students who are members of 

Shenkel UCC and have completed high school, or for mission work associated with technical  

       and trade endeavors.  Applications, available from the church office, are due by Feb. 15th of each 

year, and awards are announced by April 15th of each year.  

The Kreigers invite the Shenkel family to join them on July 
24 to celebrate the life of Betty (Elizabeth) Kreiger.  The   
service will be at 3 p.m., followed by an interment, and a  
fellowship meal.  Anyone who knew Betty knew how much 
she  loved Shenkel Church and served it faithfully as an     
active lay leader for nearly 60 years. All are welcome to join 
in this celebration.  

8:30 am service. We will be starting our 8:30 am Reflective service on Sunday, July 4th in 

the sanctuary. We will also have communion on July 4th.       
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This Month at Shenkel UCC 

 

Sarah Hostetter will be here on    

Sunday, July 25th to present a     

program about God’s Precious     

Children and  sponsoring a child.  

Pottstown Cluster. We will be starting to collect items again for the  Pottstown    

Cluster. This month’s items are baby cereal, baby food, baby lotion, baby wipes, and 

kid shampoo. Please place your items in the bin marked for the Cluster. We will be 

collecting each week and items will change on a monthly basis.  Items for August 

will be body wash (adults and kids), shampoo, conditioner and bar soap.  

 
 

Holy Communion 

 

Shenkel UCC celebrates the sacrament of Holy Communion at both 

services on the first Sunday of the month.  
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During the month of July, Shenkel UCC will be    
praying for these randomly selected members and 
friends of our congregation: 
 

7/4 Josh Palubinsky 

 Verna Walters 

 Connie and Sam Armbruster 

 Alex Mocarski 

 Kelly Strunk, Steve, Madeline and Jacoby  

  Mest 

 

7/11 Sherri and Bob Mocarski 

 Lori, Jordon Gerhardt-Skulski and Kaya  

  Skulski 

 Lucas Gray 

 Lisa and Barry Yocom 

 Karl Metka 

 

7/18 Sandy Peterman, James Heath, Bryan and  

  Emily Trego 

 Clay Zachesky  

 Scott Kutz 

 Betty Bortz 

 Tootie Hine 

 

7/25 Lori Scharneck 

 DeDe and Pete Wanner 

 Suzanne Spaulding 

 Ben Mocarski 

 Kim Yocom and Barry Peterman 

 

 

Berriker, Rachel   07/24 

Burhans, Barbara   07/09 

Burhans Price, Erika   07/09 

Dyott, Hannah   07/14 

Golden, Laura    07/01 

Gray, Lucas    07/02 

Hartzell, Jess    07/18 

Hauze, Laura    07/12 

Hauze, Leslie    07/12 

Hoff, Lindsay    07/28 

Keim, Stacey    07/10 

Klein, Lori    07/20 

Major, Rebecca   07/13 

Moyer, Cody    07/26 

O'Drain, Christian   07/29 

Scheler, Sheree   07/20 

Snyder, Daniel   07/07 

Sweinhart, Joel   07/12 

Zachesky, Julie   07/24 

Zachesky, Lucas   07/27 
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Giant and Redner’s Gift Cards 

Giant gift cards in $50 or $100 increments and Redner’s gift cards in  $50 and $100 

increments can be purchased in the church office on Tuesdays, Wednesday or Thurs-

days from 9 am to 2 pm.  

Music and Worship 
Are You Ready?? 
 
At our recent Music & Worship Committee meeting, one of the things discussed was 
getting the choirs back together again.  BUT we need your help!! 
 
Discussion was held about a day and time to meet for choir rehearsals.  As a previous choir 
member or a possible new choir member (even if you can participate only in special ser-
vices), we would like your ideas/thoughts on what day and what time to meet.  We have 
been meeting on a Thursday evening – but is that really a good time for most choir mem-
bers??  Would a Sunday morning be better?? 
 
We are also looking for input for our Chime choir – we definitely need some new members 
as our numbers have dwindled (actually in both choirs).  You do not need to know how to 
read music, but it does help.  In Chime choir you usually get two chimes so you really need 
to know when to play those two notes and know how to count!  We will work with you to 
make it easier. 
 
You can contact either Dan Wolgemuth, Susan Royer or me with any of your thoughts or 
ideas and especially if you would like to sing or play chimes.  Please give us your input by 
the end of July as we will be meeting again in August. 
 
Thank you and blessings, 
Tootie Hine, Chair 
Music & Worship 
 
 
A Personal Note:  I have been a member of the chime choir since its inception.  I do not 
read music but over the years I have learned to know when to play my notes and have con-
tinual learning on how to count.  I have enjoyed the process and hope you will give it a 
chance.  The more people we have playing the better we all sound. 
Louise Hine 


